
In the early 1900s, when the number 
of foreign visitors to Japan began to 
increase, the Imperial Hotel commissioned 
Frank Lloyd Wright, one of the greatest 
American architects of the 20th century, 
to design its new building. As the tiles 
and terracotta for the walls were made 
with clay from the Chita Peninsula in 
Aichi Prefecture and required molding 
of original designs and special firing 
techniques, a dedicated factory was 
established in Tokoname.

Hatsunojo Ina and his son Chozaburo 
were invited to become technical 
advisors for this project. Upon the 
completion of the hotel, they took on 
the workers and the equipment of this 
factory, creating Ina Seito, which later 
became INAX.

The scratch face tiles which the 
craftsmen produced through trial and 
error under the guidance of Hatsunojo 
and Chozaburo Ina created an 
atmosphere worthy of welcoming VIPs 
from all over the world.
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Q UALITY  G ENERATED  
BY  SOIL,  WATER,  
AND  FI RE

NAGOYA

A I C H I  P R E F E CT U R E

CHITA

TOKONAME

Throughout its history, 
INAX has continued to deliver 
the quality expected of a 
Japanese brand and unique 
to INAX.

TH E  STO RY  O F  I NAX



Tokoname, the birthplace of INAX, is 
one of the main pottery towns in Japan. 
With a thousand years of history, it has 
continued ceramic production since the 
medieval times. Soil can be formed by 
mixing with water, and through firing, 
becomes a piece of ceramic.

At INAX’s sanitaryware factory in 
Tokoname, we run an automated 
production process programmed with 
the inherited skills of the craftsman to 
enhance our precision and production 
capacity.

Prototyping plates with different pigments 
and mixing ratios. INAX continues the 
evolution of sanitaryware by developing 
“new clay.”

The building and a large kiln within, 
built in the early 1920s, are preserved 
at the INAX MUSEUMS in Tokoname. 
They are designated as a Registered 
Tangible Cultural Property and Heritage 
of Industrial Modernization.

Firing a piece of sanitaryware. Each 
piece is uniformly fired, through precise 
computer control.

Assembling a shower toilet.
In order to maintain accuracy and 
speed, INAX uses robotics technology in 
addition to the eyes and hands of skilled 
technicians.
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PA SS I N G  ON  
THE  S P I R I T  OF  
I N N OVAT I O N

S A N I TA R I N A  6 1
F I R ST  M A D E - I N -JA PA N  S H OW E R  TO I L E T

Sanitarina 61, launched in 1967, became 
the starting point for changing the shower 
toilets from what was predominantly for 
medical use to a universal facility used 
by everyone at home.

The history of INAX is a legacy 
of creating the industry’s 
pioneering functionalities and 
offering new value to people’s 
lives.

1967  >TODAY

TH E  STO RY  O F  I NAX



S AT I S  
S H OW E R  TO I L E T

At the forefront of shower toilets, which 
started with Sanitarina 61, is SATIS.
SATIS changed the overall toilet space 
by making it beautiful, comfortable, and 
odor free.

While Japan is a country that values 
tradition, it is also a nation which creates 
innovative technologies. INAX is a leading 
Japanese manufacturer of sanitaryware. 
Innovating home shower toilets from the 
model used in the West as a medical 
device, INAX became the driving force for 
changing people’s everyday life in the 
bathroom.

To this day, we have continued to 
succeed in numerous innovations not 
only in shower toilets, but also bathtubs, 
faucets, and tiles. Everyone wants to live 
a healthy, vibrant life. INAX will continue 
to pass on the spirit of innovation to help 
everyone live well.

1967  >TODAY
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I NAX  H ER I TAG E

1910 > 1980 >

1918
Appointment of Hatsunojo and 
Chozaburo Ina as technical advisors 
to produce the tiles for the Imperial 
Hotel, designed by Frank Lloyd 
Wright.

1945
Start of sanitaryware production.

1976
Launch of INAX’s first shower toilet 
seat Sanitarina F1.

1924
Establishment of Ina Seito Co., Ltd. 
(Managing Director: Chozaburo Ina) 
Production of ceramic tiles, pottery 
pipes and terracotta.

1967
Launch of Japan’s first shower toilet 
with warm water shower spray and 
dryer function–Sanitarina 61.

1985
Change of company name to 
INAX Corporation.

1998
Launch of ECOCARAT functional 
interior ceramics that control 
humidity and odor.
Winner of Good Design Long Life 
Design Award.

1990
Launch of world’s first self-powered 
automatic faucet Automage.

1999
Launch of toilet with PROGUARD 
technology for maximum protection 
against hard water stains and spots.

1994
Launch of toilet with KILAMIC 
–antimicrobial technology which is 
highly resistant to scratches and 
stains.
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2000 > 2010 >

2001
Launch of world’s most compact 
tankless shower toilet SATIS. 
Winner of Good Design Gold Award.

2005
Launch of touchless faucet that 
supplies water by sensor technology.

2006
Developement of intelligent control 
shower system for prefabricated bath.

2016
Launch of new SATIS series. 
Winner of Red Dot Design Award. 
(SATIS G)

2007
Japan’s antibacterial measurement 
standard certified to ISO standard.

2016
AQUA CERAMIC –the most advanced 
hygiene technology. 
Winner of Good Design Gold Award.

2017
Mark of the 50th anniversary of 
the first made-in-Japan shower toilet 
launched in 1967.

2019
Launch of the new INAX brand 
identity at Milan Design Week.
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